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Emergency Preparedness Canada also 
runs a number ergency prepared- 
ness courses at its college in Arnprior, near 
Ottawa. Information on these courses con 
be obtained by contacting any EMO 
office 
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ond agencies under the federal Join! Emer- 
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Emergency Measures Ontario monitors the 
province on a daily basis to track di 
oping or declared emergencies, and s 
n-call 24-hours a day. The EMO duty 
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EmerGENCcIES IN ONTARIO 


Every community in Ontario — regardless 
of its size, location or resources — is sub- 
ject to major emergencies. Severe storms, 
tornadoes, floods, forest fires, sudden re- 
leases of chemical or toxic substances, ex- 
plosions ond transportation accidents are 
just some of the emergencies communi- 
ties can face. Being prepared and having 
plans in place should an emergency strike 
can reduce risks to lives, health and 
property. 


Wuat Is EMO? 


Since 1979, Emergency Measures Ontario 
(EMO) — part of the Public Sofety Divi- 
sion of the Ontario Ministry of the Solici- 
tor General and Correctional Services — 
has been responsible for helping ensure 
communities in Ontario are prepared for 
emergencies. 


EMO works closely with the 830 munici- 
polities, and the 129 First Nation commu- 
nities in Ontario, to develop and test emer- 
gency plans. Approximately 600 munici- 
Palities in Ontario have developed their 
own emergency plans, as have a number 
of First Nation communities. These plans 
cover roughly 90 per cent of Ontario's 
population. 


Whar Is An Emercency Pian? 


There are two emergency plans in place 
that describe how the province will respond 
fo major emergencies: the provincial 
emergency plan and the provincial nuclear 
emergency plan. It is essential, however, 
that plans are also written at the local level 


A community emergency plan is a docu- 
ment prepared by a municipality or First 
Nation and accepted by the local council 
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Ake You Preearep? 


LOT es 


The pag {ists eroerjencies most likely to 


occur in the community and identifies 
methods of dealing with them. Many busi- 
nesses and facilities such as hospitals also 
find it useful to prepare emergency plans 
It is important thai these plans are linked 
with the community’s larger plan. 


Emergency plans save lives and money. If 
a community can respond to an emer- 
gency in an organized and effective man- 
ner, risks to the lives, health and property 
of all residents are reduced 


Who Prepares THE PLAN? 


The Emergency Plans Act (1983}, gives 
each municipality in Ontario the latitude 
to develop an emergency plan. While the 
legislation does not require most commu- 
nities io prepare them, if an emergency 
does strike, the time spent working on the 
plan can prove invaluable 


EMO does not prepare plans for commu- 
nities. Municipalities and First Nations may 
assign someone — often called an emer- 
gency planner — responsibility for pre- 
paring and maintaining the community's 
emergency plan. It is important that per- 
sons with a thorough knowledge of the 
area and the kinds of emergencies most 
likely to strike there be responsible for 
drafting the emergency plan 


Wuat Is Inctupep In A Pian? 


A good emergency plan should: 


® identify who can declare an emer- 
gency, and once declared, who di- 
rects the emergency response, and 


B® indicate local officials and staff who 
should be notified, 


® the responsibilities of local emergency 
responders — police, firefighters, 
health and social service workers 
in dealing with the emergency, 





® assistance available from provin- 
cial or federal governments, 
neighbouring communities or volun- 
teer groups, such as amateur radio 
or the Red Cross, 


B® resources available within the com- 
munity, such as shelter and food for 
evacuees, and 


B® what to do if electricity, gas or water 
services are interrupted. 


Local planners may work with staff from 
the surrounding county or region to pre- 
pare a joint plan. Arrangements with 
neighbouring municipalities, such as set- 
ting up mutual aid agreements, can also 
be incorporated into the plan. Local fire, 
police and emergency health services — 
always the first ones to be notified in the 
even! of an a emergency — are always 
involved in some way with the plan. 


While no one can foresee every type of 
emergency, it is important fo plan for as 
many scenarios as possible. 


For most Ontario communities, an emer- 
gency plan would anticipate emergencies 
caused by severe weather conditions like 
blizzards or tornadoes. 


Of course, there will always be regional 
differences. While remote areas of the 
province may need to plan for forest fires, 
urban areas would not have the same con- 
cerns. In addition, if a community finds 
itself dealing repeatedly with the same 





emergency — for example, a First Nation 
in northern Ontario experiencing severe 
flooding each spring — then it is essential 
that the emergency plan reflects this. 


Wuart Ir Tuere Is a Nuctear Facitity 
In My Community? 


Communities that are in close proximity 
to a nuclear facilify must prepare a nuclear 
emergency plan. According to the Provin- 
cial Nuclear Emergency Plan, if an emer- 
gency is caused by an accident at a nuclear 
generating station, Emergency Measures 
Ontario, working with Ontario Hydro and 
the affected municipality, is responsible for 
coordinating off-site public safety. 


The response to a nuclear emergency is 
much the same as the response fo other 
kinds of emergencies. Plans are in place 
to deal with the emergency, staff are 
trained to respond appropriately and plans 
are tested regularly. Information specific 
jo communities located near Ontario 
nuclear facilities is available, and can be 
obtained by contacting EMO. 


Wuen Is An Emercency Dectareo? 


An emergency may be declared when lo- 
cal or regional emergency responders find 
they cannot meet the demands of a situa- 
tion, or when an emergency escolates into 
a disaster. In either case, the community 
almost always requires assistance from pro- 
vincial or federal governments in the form 
of funding, staff, supplies or equipment. 


It is up to the local or regional head of 
council to declare an emergency. The pre- 
mier of Ontario can also declare an 
emergency. 
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